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 With many of the homes in disrepair after 41 
years of UH ownership, the Cuyahoga County Land 
Bank, working on behalf of UH, recently received a 
$220,000 grant from the state of Ohio to tear down 16 
structures. The 15 homes and one apartment building ex-
tend nearly the entire length of East 115 Street between 
Mayfield Road and Cornell Road, just south of Euclid 
Avenue.

UH to demolish 15 housesMeasles outbreak in 14 Ohio counties Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library reaches 41,000 
 The Literacy Cooperative is honoring Dolly 
Parton’s legacy of promoting childhood literacy fol-
lowing her death, highlighting the reach of the Imagi-
nation Library program in Cuyahoga County. More 
than 41,000 children are currently enrolled in the pro-
gram, The Literacy Cooperative said. Since the pro-
gram began in Cuyahoga County in 2017, about 2.7 
million books have been mailed to more than 90,000 
children, the organization said.
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Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline

last week from 8.68 million 
barrels per day to 9.04 mil-
lion. Total domestic gasoline 
supply decreased from 209.4 
million barrels to 206.8 
million. Gasoline production 
increased last week, averag-
ing 9.8 million barrels per 
day. At the close of Wednes-
day’s formal trading session, 
West Texas Intermediate fell 
13 cents to settle at $82.23 a 
barrel. The EIA reports that 
crude oil inventories in-
creased by 0.1 million barrels 
from the previous week. At 
428.9 million barrels, U.S. 
crude oil inventories are 1% 
above the five-year average 
for this time of year.

 The national average 
for a gallon of regular gasoline 
is one cent lower than last 
week at $4.08, but there’s been 
little movement on the crude 
oil front. Due to continued 
volatility in the Strait of Hor-
muz, crude oil prices remain 
in the $85 per barrel range. 
For the first time ever, the 
national average in August has 
been above $4 per gallon every 
day. This month is poised to 
set a new record as the most 
expensive August at the pump, 
surpassing the previous Au-
gust record set in 2022.
 According to new 
data from the Energy Infor-
mation Administration (EIA), 
gasoline demand increased 
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Gasoline prices lowered again for fall
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 The Greater Cleveland 
Activism Awards will honor 
Civil Rights legend attorney 
Fred D. Gray, Sr. as well as com-
munity leaders on September 
20 at 6:00 p.m. at the Cleveland 
Agora.
 The legacy of the late 
Civil Rights activist Khalid Sa-
mad will be honored.
 The Greater Cleve-
land Activism Awards will 
bring together community lead-
ers, activists, elected officials, 
entertainers, business leaders 
and residents from throughout 
Northeast Ohio for an evening 
celebrating individuals whose 
work has made a lasting impact 
on Greater Cleveland and be-
yond.
 Presented by Voi-
ceItRadio Corp. in partnership 
with Black on Black Crime, 
Inc., the Greater Cleveland Ac-
tivism Awards were created to 
recognize the often-unsung in-
dividuals who have dedicated 
their lives to civil rights, social 
justice, neighborhood improve-
ment, youth development, pub-
lic service and community advo-
cacy.
 The evening will fea-
ture a historic keynote address 
from legendary civil rights attor-
ney Fred D. Gray Sr., one of the 
most important attorneys of the 
American Civil Rights Move-
ment.
 Gray represented Rosa 
Parks, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., participants in the Montgom-
ery Bus Boycott, and victims of 
the notorious Tuskegee Syphi-
lis Study. His legal career has 
helped reshape American civil 
rights law and expand protec-
tions for generations of Ameri-
cans.

Greater Cleveland Activism Awards to be held

 As of late August 2026, Ohio has reported 
32 confirmed measles cases, including one hospi-
talization. The cases are concentrated in Ashtabula 
County (16 cases), Knox County (14 cases), and 
one case each in Allen and Holmes counties. Some 
cases in Knox County involve residents from out-
side Ohio, highlighting the potential for interstate 
transmission. 

 Gray, a graduate of Case 
Western Reserve University 
School of Law, will be honored 
with the newly established Fred 
Gray Civil Rights & Justice 
Award, which will recognize 
individuals whose courage and 
commitment embody the prin-
ciples of justice, equality and 
service that have defined Gray’s 
historic career.
 The program will also 
include a special tribute to the life 
and legacy of longtime Cleveland 
activist Khalid Samad, whose 
decades of advocacy, organiz-
ing and community work made 
him one of Cleveland’s most 
respected voices for justice and 
neighborhood empowerment. An 
award will be named in his honor 
as part of the ceremony.
 A total of 20 Greater 
Cleveland activists and commu-
nity leaders will be recognized 
during the evening.
 The event will feature 
live entertainment and special 
performances throughout the 
program, including appearanc-
es by Carlos Jones & The Plus 
Band, Moises Borges, Young Ca-
leb, Rod Piper, Mickie Baby, and 
other artists and special guests.

 The Victoreen building, 
which has plagued Woodland Av-
enue for years  was torn down in 
2019.
 Cleveland Neighborhood 
Progress’s real estate arm was 
given the property for develop-
ment. They have recently sold the 
property to the Industial Land-
bank for $200,000,00
 The City of Cleveland 
demolished the building at a cost 
of $850,000 as part of their Safe 
Routes to School program in 
2019.
 Reese Consumer Health. 
planned to expand the company’s 
headquarters-production loca-
tion. 
 In so doing, the 120-year-
old, family-held company hoped 
to play a visible role in a larger ef-
fort to reboot the Buckeye-Wood-
hill neighborhood. 
 The 9.4-acre site is 
bounded by Woodland Avenue to 
the south and the Greater Cleve-
land Regional Transit Authority’s 
Woodhill Garage to the north. To 
the east is Woodhill Road and the 
elevated CSX Transportation rail-
road tracks to the west.
 Proposed to be built on 
the cleared and cleaned land is a 
75,000-square-foot facility, with 
16,000 square feet of it allocated 
to offices and the rest to produc-
tion. Reese Consumer Health 
President Jeff Reese said that the 
site offers the ability to expand 
its facilities by another 50,000 
square feet if demand warrants it.

 The ceremony is sched-
uled to begin at 5:00 p.m., follow-
ing an afternoon of VIP activities, 
networking and red-carpet arrivals.
 Beyond recognizing out-
standing community service, 
the Greater Cleveland Activism 
Awards will help support the devel-
opment of the new Greater Cleve-
land Activist Center, a community 
resource designed to strengthen 
Cleveland’s next generation of ac-
tivists and nonprofit leaders.
 The Center will focus on 
leadership development, youth en-
gagement, nonprofit support, advo-
cacy training, community organiz-
ing and educational programming.
 Black on Black Crime, Inc. 
has donated space at 15415 Kipling 
Avenue in Cleveland to serve as the 
home of the Greater Cleveland Ac-
tivist Center.

 “The Greater Cleve-
land Activism Awards are 
about making sure the people 
who have spent their lives 
fighting for our communities 
receive their flowers while 
they can see them,” said Errol 
Porter, producer of the Greater 
Cleveland Activism Awards 
and founder of VoiceItRadio 
Corp. “At the same time, we 
want this event to build some-
thing permanent. The Greater 
Cleveland Activist Center will 
help educate, train and inspire 
the next generation of people 
who will carry this work for-
ward.”
 The Greater Cleve-
land Activism Awards are 
will attract community lead-
ers, elected officials, activists, 
nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses, faith leaders and resi-
dents from across Northeast 
Ohio.
 The late Khalid Sa-
mad was an activist and co-
founder of Peace in the Hood. 
He died in March of this year.
 For more than two 
decades, Samad was a con-
stant presence in Cleveland’s 
ever-changing landscape of 
gang violence — a peacemak-
er working to intervene before 
conflicts turned deadly and to 
guide young people toward 
better paths.
 Widely known as a 

“violence interrupter,” Samad 
worked on the front lines of some 
of Cleveland’s most challenged 
neighborhoods, mediating dis-
putes, preventing retaliation, and 
bringing together rival groups in 
an effort to stop violence before 
it started, according to Al Porter 
of local activist group Black on 
Black Crime.
 “Khalid brought people 
together,” Porter said. “He would 
sit down with leaders and heads 
of groups to stop violence before 
it started.”
 Khalid Samad co-found-
ed Peace in the Hood in the early 
1990s, building on earlier work 
with the Coalition for a Better 
Life, which he helped establish in 
1987 alongside community lead-
ers including the late Omar Ali-
Bey. The coalition emerged dur-
ing the crack cocaine epidemic 
to confront issues such as gang 
violence, drug abuse, racism and 
a lack of community resources.
 Samad helped organize 
gang summits and broker truces 
that, at times, brought temporary 
peace to neighborhoods plagued 
by violence. Over the years, he 
often spoke about how gang cul-
ture had evolved — from struc-
tured organizations with codes of 
conduct to what he described as 
an “anything goes” mentality fu-
eled by trauma, broken families 
and cycles of poverty.
 Through Peace in the 
Hood, Khalid Samad led youth-

focused initiatives including 
annual summer camps (Peace 
Camp) and Rites-of-Passage pro-
grams designed to guide young 
men into adulthood with a strong 
sense of identity, responsibility 
and cultural awareness.
 Those programs, of-
ten held near the organization’s 
headquarters along Kinsman 
Road, continued year after year 
— with or without city funding.
  Samad’s work extended 
well beyond Cleveland. He par-
ticipated in gang intervention ef-
forts across the country, includ-
ing peace summits involving 
rival groups in Los Angeles and 
collaborations with anti-violence 
leaders in Chicago and other ma-
jor cities. He also testified before 
Congress and spoke at national 
forums.
 He served in several of-
ficial roles throughout his career, 
including as a gang prevention 
and investigative specialist for 
the Cleveland Board of Educa-
tion’s Gang Task Force from 
1991 to 2000 and as an assistant 
to the city’s public safety director 
for youth gang intervention dur-
ing the administration of former 
Cleveland Mayor Jane Camp-
bell.
 Samad was also part of 
early gang intervention efforts 
within the Cleveland Metropoli-
tan School District and worked 
alongside community leaders on 
drug patrols, mentoring, and vio-
lence prevention initiatives.

    Gray         Samad

 The hope was for the 
manufacturing company to 
bring jobs to the community.
 At last count, the 
company has about 65 em-
ployees; Reese anticipates 
hiring more. But he was re-
luctant to discuss how many 
new hires might result from 
the relocation. Part of the rea-
son is that the new produc-
tion facilities will also make 
greater use of automation.
 According to Cleve-
land officials, before the Op-
portunity Corridor was built 
in 2021, it wasn’t even con-
sidered. Not only was there 
no momentum, there was no 
available land. The city, the 
Cuyahoga Land Bank and the 
Site Readiness for Good Jobs 
Fund has been aggressively 
assembling, cleaning up and 
marketing former industrial 
lands here.
 Part of the neigh-
borhood’s change is due to 
the Cuyahoga Metropolitan 
Housing Authority’s demo-
lition and redevelopment of 
the massive, aging Woodhill 
Homes complex underway 
just across Woodhill Road 
into a mixed-income com-
munity. Several other mixed-
income developments nearby 
have resulted as well.
 There is no clear an-
swer yet as to why this proj-
ect was canceled and relocat-
ed to Slavic Village.

CNP sells old Victoreen site to Industial LandBank

 A new office building and production facility on Woodland Avenue near the Opportunity 
Corridor Boulevard for Reese Consumer Health was planned to allow the company to take advantage 
of growth opportunities. The project plans fell through and the company is looking to build in Slavic 
Village

 The Victoreen building, which has plagued Woodland Avenue for years  was torn down 
in 2019.Cleveland Neighborhood Progress’s real estate arm was given the property for development. 
They have recently sold the property to the Industial Landbank for $200,000,00
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 The Ohio Su-
preme Court has denied a 
request from Mackenzie 
Shirilla to reconsider its 
decision not to hear her 
latest appeal.
 Tuesday’s ruling 
marks another setback 
in the Strongsville wom-
an’s efforts to challenge 
her conviction in a 2022 
crash that killed two 
people and was the sub-
ject of a popular Netflix 
documentary.
 The ruling dou-
bles down on a June de-
cision where the court, in 
a 6-1 decision, declined 
to accept her appeal. Af-
ter the court’s decision, 
to which Justice Pat-
rick DeWine dissented, 
Shirilla asked the court 
to reconsider.
 Shirilla, 22, is 
serving a sentence of life 
in prison with the pos-

Ohio Supreme Court rejects Mackenzie Shirilla’s bid to revive her latest appeal

sibility of parole after 15 
years following her 2023 
conviction in the deaths 
of her boyfriend, Domi-
nic Russo, 20, and friend 
Davion Flanagan, 19. The 
case drew renewed na-
tional attention earlier this 
year after it was featured 
in the Netflix documen-
tary “The Crash.”
 Russo, 20, left 
behind a loving family: 

Beloved son of Christine 
(nee Agnello) and Frank 
Russo. Cherished brother 
of Angelo, Christopher, 
Christine, Nicole, Mi-
chael and Frank. Loving 
grandson of Mary Ray 
(William), (late Samuel 
Agnello) and Kay Russo 
(late Frank). Dominic 
was a nephew, cousin, 
uncle and friend to many.
 Flanagan, 19, left 

behind a loving fam-
ily: beloved son of Scott 
and Jaime Flanagan and 
cherished brother to 
Davyne Isabella and Da-
lia Rose Flanagan. He 
was the grandson of Jef-
fry and Marcella Doyle 
and great-grandson of 
Marjorie Doyle. He was 
preceded in death by his 
paternal grandparents, 

             Shirilla

Health issues observed in September
 September is health 
awareness about healthy ag-
ing, childhood obesity, sub-
stance use recovery, sickle 
cell, and HIV/AIDS. 
 Every September, 
we recognize Healthy Ag-
ing Month to promote ways 
people can stay healthy as 
they age. Explore our ef-
forts to promote health for 
older adults, bookmark 
the Healthy People 2030 
Healthy Aging Custom 
List, share our Move Your 
Way® materials, or check 
out the Physical Activity 
Guidelines for Americans 
Midcourse Report — it’s 
all about strategies to help 
older adults stay active.
 The Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) recognizes 
National Childhood Obe-
sity Awareness Month as 
a time to raise awareness 
about preventing child-
hood obesity. Take a look at 
CDC’s tips to help families 
support healthy routines for 
kids and teensThis link is 
external to health.gov.. You 
can also use our MyHealth-
finder resources for parents 
on helping kids stay at a 
healthy weight and making 
healthy snack choices. And 
to help families get more 
active, check out our Move 
Your Way® materials for 
parents. 
 The Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) sponsors Na-
tional Recovery MonthThis 
link is external to health.
gov. to raise awareness 
about mental health and ad-
diction recovery. Share our 
MyHealthfinder resources 
on substance use and mis-
use — and be sure to check 
out Healthy People 2030’s 
evidence-based resources 
related to drug and alcohol 
use. 
 National Sickle 
Cell Awareness Month is a 
time to raise awareness and 
support people living with 
sickle cell disease. Help 
your community learn about 
sickle cell disease by shar-
ing these resources from 
the National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood InstituteThis 
link is external to health.
gov. (NHLBI). You can also 
encourage new and expect-
ing parents to learn about 
screening their newborn 
baby for sickle cell. And 
be sure to view our Healthy 
People 2030 objectives on 
improving health for people 
who have blood disorders.

 On September 18, 
we observe HIV/AIDS and 
Aging Awareness DayThis 
link is external to health.
gov. to raise awareness of 
HIV and encourage older 
adults to get tested. Share 
CDC’s Let’s Stop HIV To-
gether campaignThis link 
is external to health.gov. 
and social media toolkit-
This link is external to 
health.gov. to help promote 
HIV testing, prevention, 
and treatment. MyHealth-
finder also has informa-
tion for consumers about 
getting tested for HIV and 
actionable questions for the 
doctor about HIV testing. 
Finally, share these evi-
dence-based resources on 
sexually transmitted infec-
tions from Healthy People 
2030. 
 National Gay 
Men’s HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness DayThis link is exter-
nal to health.gov. on Sep-
tember 27 is a time to raise 
awareness about the impact 
of HIV on gay and bisexual 
men. Get involved by shar-
ing CDC’s social media 
toolkitThis link is external 
to health.gov. and HIV in-
formationThis link is exter-
nal to health.gov. to encour-
age men to get tested — and 
share our MyHealthfinder 
resources to help people get 
tested for HIV and talk with 
their doctor about testing.
 Of the 1.2 million 
people living with HIV in-
fection in the U.S., an es-
timated 24 percent are age 
55 or over. Another focus 
of the campaign includes 
those diagnosed after the 
age of 50. According to the 

AIDS Institute, increased 
awareness for an aging pop-
ulation is necessary. Finally, 
the day also aims to increase 
support to the growing num-
ber of grandparents becom-
ing guardians of children 
losing their parents to HIV/
AIDS.
 The campaign pro-
vides educational infor-
mation, support options, 
and more. Clinics, support 
groups, and others join this 
campaign to learn more 
about prevention, testing, 
and bringing attention to 
this national health issue.
 While treatment 
options have improved over 
the decades, prevention and 
testing are still necessary. 
The observance reminds us 
that age doesn’t eliminate 
the risk of HIV/AIDS.
 Organize or at-
tend a health fair. Talk to 
your family members or to 
their physician about test-
ing. Many clinics will offer 
seminars and opportunities 
to learn more about the im-
pact of HIV/AIDS on an ag-
ing population. Age doesn’t 
eliminate the risk. 
 Visit theaidsinsti-
tute.org for more informa-
tion on how to get involved. 
Clinics, families, and retire-
ment communities are en-
couraged to get involved. 
Use #HIV/AIDSAgingA-
warenessDay to post on so-
cial media.
 The National In-
stitutes of Health launched 
HIV/Aids Aging Awareness 
Day in 2008 to confront 
HIV-related issues for aging 
adults.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

  Ways to Save Money 
for Christmas
 Cut out cable.Save 
$400
 Okay, it might sound 
a little extreme, but if you’ve 
already been thinking about cut-
ting the cable cord, now’s the 
time to do it. The average cost 
people spend on TV is about 
$217 per month.1 Wow! So, if 
you ditch cable now, you could 
save more than $400 over the 
next two months.
 That means you don’t 
need cable to watch television 
anyway. Between Disney+, 
Netflix, Hulu, Amazon Prime, 
Roku, Apple TV, Sling, anten-
nas and skinny cable bundles, 
there are plenty of ways (almost 
too many) to watch your favor-
ite shows without that crazy 
cable bill.
 Buy generic brands 
and save $50.
 If you’re an avid fan 
of a certain cereal, snack or yo-
gurt brand, see if you can give 
the generic brand a try for a little 

while. Small tweaks like these 
can really make a difference 
when it comes to hitting your 
Christmas savings goal.
 If you go completely 
generic for just 10 meals over the 
course of two months, you could 
cut more than $50 from your 
grocery bill! Even if you aren’t 
ready to buy all generic all the 
time, just buying generic staple 
items like milk, juice, spices, 
flour, sugar and produce can help 
you save a bundle. The small 
changes really add up!
 Pack your own lunch 
and save $320.
 It’s time to embrace the 
office microwave and say hello 
to the leftover life! If your go-to 
lunch plan is hitting up the drive-
thru for an $8 meal, you’re wast-
ing $40 a week right there. And 
while it might not seem like a big 
wad of cash for just one week, 
that adds up to $160 a month 
(and $320 over two months)! 
Take the cheaper route and swap 
that out for bringing leftovers 
from home. Your wallet is sure 

to thank you. Save those calories 
for Christmastime treats, folks.
 Use cold water (and 
less of it)and save $100.
 Here’s a secret: You 
can wash your clothes in cold 
water and they’ll still get clean. 
Shocking, we know. Two of the 
best ways to cut back on the en-
ergy your home eats up is by us-
ing a cooler water temperature 
and less water. So just changing 
the temperature setting on your 
washer could cut each load’s en-
ergy use in half!2
 Let’s say your monthly 
water bill runs about $100. If you 
go hardcore for just two months 
and cut your water usage in half, 
you could save around $100—
and that’s not as tough to do as 
it sounds. Cut everyone’s shower 
time in half and turn off the fau-
cet while you’re brushing your 
teeth.
  Unplug electronics 
and save $20.
 Did you know that 
just having a power cord 
plugged into the wall uses 
up energy? Yep. It’s called 
phantom energy, and Ameri-
cans waste about $100 each 
year on it.3 That’s like be-
ing charged for nothing! No 
thanks. Instead, go on an un-
plugging spree to make sure 
you’re not surging through 
precious dollars.
 Make a habit to 
unplug things like your lap-
top charger, phone charger, 
toaster and even coffee mak-
er when they aren’t in use. 

Saving money for the holidays
When it comes to big things 
like your TV, DVD/Blu-Ray 
player, or sound system, it 
can get annoying to unplug 
every single device. And 
who can even reach those 
tucked-away plugs anyway? 
The solution: Plug it all into 
a power strip so you can eas-
ily unplug everything in one 
fell swoop.
 But don’t worry 
about unplugging major ap-
pliances like your washing 
machine. They tend to pack 
a heavy punch of high volt-
age. We want you to save a 
bundle without electrocuting 
yourself.
 Sell stuff with apps 
and save $50.
 Believe it or not, 
selling all that extra stuff 
you have laying around can 
really add up. You probably 
won’t get a ton of money for 
Christmas this way, but you 
might be pleasantly surprised 
by how much cash you’ll 
rake in just for getting rid of 
things you don’t need.
 Gone are the days 
of taking your gear to a con-
signment shop or praying 
your garage sale is a hit. Now 
you can snap a picture of the 
item, post it in an app, and sit 
back and wait for someone 
to make an offer. It’s as easy 
as that! Sell your used trea-
sures on sites like OfferUp, 
Poshmark, decluttr, letgo and 
Facebook Marketplace. 

              Russo               Flanagan
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"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"

For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:
Imam Mutawaf  Shaheed

216-331-5868
email: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

Masjid Al-Mumin/ Islamic Revivalist Movement
2690 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44104
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                                                                 In Advance NO Exceptions 
Every Wednesday
Richland Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number
Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Information Or You Could Also Contact:
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Every Friday
Mansfield Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
Saturday Reservations Only
Marion Correction..........$60.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Children Under 12 Years Of Age Ride Half Price
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required

For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636

For All Your Printing - Call: (216) 721-1674
Business Cards - Flyers
Pamphlets - Brochures

Wedding Invitations
Calendars - Obituaries

Religious Literature
We Design And Typeset Your 

Material Professionally

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS

Quality In Used Car Parts

Complete Line of 
Foreign And Domestic Parts

Used & Rebuilt
Auto Parts For Sale

3210 East 65th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44127

(216) 271-3000
(216) 271-4200

By Dr. JAMES L. SNYDER

 This week I expe-
rienced a little “situation.” I 
was in the bathroom getting 
ready to take a shower when, 
for some reason, I slipped and 
went crashing to the floor.
 At my age, this is 
a rather serious “situation.” 
I fell on my left leg, and all I 
could think of was that I broke 
my hip, and now I’m going to 
have a hip replacement. I tried 
to get that out of my mind, but 
for some reason it lingered.
 I’m not exactly sure 
what my problem was, but I 
could not get up. What both-
ered me was whether I should 
call for The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage to help me or 
lie there struggling to get up.
 Of course, I chose the 
latter and tried my best to get 
up off that floor.
 At that time, I was 
not feeling any pain, but I 
was worried that because of 
my fall I broke something. I 
knew I needed help, so after 
much thought I decided to call 
for The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. That was the 
last thing I wanted to do, and 
I knew that I would live with 
that for the rest of my life. It 
may even leak into eternity; 
I’m not sure. 
 I threw my pride into 
the toilet and called out for her 

to come and help me. Believe 
me, I tried as much as possible 
to solve my problem. Over the 
years, I have discovered that 
The Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage can solve any prob-
lem, so my choice was obvi-
ous.
 She came and saw 
me splattered all over the bath-
room floor and asked, “What 
happened?”
 I knew an exposé on 
what happened in the bath-
room wouldn’t solve any of 
my problems. I just looked at 
her and said, “Can you help me 
get up?”
 I was anxious to 
know the full extent of my 
injuries. Within 30 minutes of 
her helping me, I finally was 
able to get out of the bathroom 
and into the bedroom on my 
bed. That was the longest 30 
minutes of my life.
 I sat on the bed for a 
few moments, trying to assess 
my situation. I checked my 
leg for swelling or pain, and 
thankfully, I had no broken 
bones and my hip was working 
just fine. I sighed a deep sigh 
of relief at that point.
 The only thing I had 
was some fatigue in my left 
leg. It wasn’t anything serious; 
I felt confident I didn’t need to 
go to the hospital for an exami-
nation. Every time I go to the 
hospital, they find six or more 

things wrong that I never even 
thought of. So, I decided to rest 
at home and work on my boo-
boo, hoping it would heal on 
its own.
 For the last two 
weeks I’ve had to walk with 
a cane. That is not something 
I ever wanted to do. The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parson-
age said, “Don’t you know that 
a Cane can make you Able?”
 I looked at her with a 
very suspicious stare because 
I remembered what Cain did 
to Abel. Oh boy, what am I in 
for?
 I’ve had to face 
worse physical problems than 
this, and I was happy that I 
didn’t have to go to the hospi-
tal. It just meant that I would 
have to slow down and let ev-
erything work out.
 A lot of things in life 
really zap you of strength. I 
know I’ve been hit with a lot of 
“pie-in-the-face” stuff through-
out life. Sometimes this stuff is 
exaggerated to make it seem 
worse than it really is.
 I remember going to 
the hospital one time thinking 
I had a lot of health problems 
that I would have to deal with 
for some time. After a full ex-
amination, the doctor came 
back to my hospital room and 
said, “As far as I can tell, you 
don’t have anything seriously 
wrong with you.” He smiled 
and then walked away.
 I had one doctor who 
said after every examination, 
“Someone your age should 
have something wrong with 
you.” I kept that doctor for a 
short time and moved on to an-
other doctor.
 I know people take 
things seriously sometimes. 
Even things that aren’t really 
important; they exaggerate, 
and I think sometimes they do 
it to get attention.
 Over the past sev-
eral weeks, I’ve been walking 
around with my cane, and each 
day seems better than the last. 
I don’t know how long I’m 
going to keep my friend, the 
cane, by my side.
 I noticed that when 
I go out somewhere, to some 
stores, when people see me 
coming, they open the door for 
me. That’s because my friend 
is by my side. I sure would 
hate to give that up for the rest 
of my life.
 Reflecting on this, I 
see that some boo-boos, like 
my fall, can surprisingly turn 
into blessings, reminding us to 
find hope in setbacks.
 We find this in 2 Cor-
inthians 1:3-4, “Blessed be 
God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort; Who comforteth us in 
all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the com-
fort wherewith we ourselves 
are comforted of God.”
 Sometimes it takes 
trouble to experience the com-
fort of God. So, when in trou-
ble look for God’s comfort be-
cause it’s right in front of you.
 Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives with his wife, Martha, 
in Silver Springs Shores. Call 
him at 1-866-552-2543 or e-
mail jamessnyder2@att.net 

 

What it was, was a Boo-Boo
A Look At My World

 Sliman Mansour, a 
painter and sculptor whose 
socialist-realism style of im-
ages depicting the struggles 
of Palestinians made their 
way into hundreds of homes 
as inspirational posters, died 
on Aug. 24 in East Jerusa-
lem. He was 79.
 Mansour painted 
idealized images of heroic 
Palestinian women, men and 
children against the backdrop 
of a landscape — filled with 
olive groves, orange trees, 
terraced gardens, stone hous-
es — that he had known as 
a child but that now in many 
cases no longer exists, after 
years of Israeli settlement.

Sliman Mansour, artist who depicted Palestinian struggle, dies at 79
 His brightly colored 
canvases — reminiscent of 
the Mexican muralist Diego 
Rivera, whom he admired, 
and with hints of Chagall 
— were explicitly political. 
The symbolic images that be-
decked his paintings, includ-
ing olive branches, guns and 
doves, were easily under-
stood and translated readily 
into widely reproduced post-
ers.
 That earned him un-
wanted attention from Israeli 
authorities but also hundreds 
of thousands of dollars from 
rich collectors and muse-
ums in the Arab world. Ma-
jor collections — the Arab 

World Institute in Paris and 
the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, 
among others — hold his 
work.
 His best-known im-
age, the oil painting “Camel 
of Hardship” (1973), is of an 
elderly, hunched-over Pales-
tinian man struggling under 
the burden of an image of Je-
rusalem, which he carries in a 
sack on his back. It exists as 
a poster in many Palestinian 
homes.
 He was considered 
an artist of intifada whose 
work captured the cultural 
concept of sumud. His paint-
ings, which have been exhib-
ited around the world, reflect 

the Palestinian struggle and 
include images of women 
in traditional clothing and 
Levantine tree-filled land-
scapes. In 1987, he was part 
of the New Visions collective 
that boycotted Israeli sup-
plies and instead used local 
natural Palestinian materials.
 Mansour was born 
on 27 July 1947, one year 
before the Nakba, in Birzeit 
north of Jerusalem. He stud-
ied art at the Bezalel Acade-
my of Arts and Design in Je-
rusalem, graduating in 1970. 
At the academy, he was 
taught abstract expression-
ism, a trend he did not want 
to study since he wanted to 
paint more realistic subjects 
from life. He developed a re-
alist style of painting, depict-
ing the daily life of those liv-
ing and rooted in Palestine.
 In 1987, together 
with other Palestinian artists 
such as Vera Tamari, Tayseer 
Barakat, and Nabil Anani, 
Mansour founded “New Vi-
sions”, a collective formed in 
response to the First Intifada 
(1987–1993).
 This collective 
turned to earthworks and 
mixed media and assem-
blage using natural materials 
derived from the Palestin-
ian environment in order to 
boycott Israeli art supplies in 
protest of the ongoing occu-
pation. 
 Mansour used mud 
for the soil. His childhood 
memories of working with 
his grandmother when she 
was building beehives and 
ovens with mud inspired 
him. He was always around 
her, trying to help: “So when 
I thought about material that 
I could use, mud was the first 
thing that came to my mind. 
After a while, once I started 
making figures, I realized 
that the mud also reflects the 
human fate with the cracks, 
people waiting to disappear, 
fall down and go away.”
 In 1988 he made a 
series of four paintings on 
destroyed Palestinian vil-
lages, the four villages being 
Yibna, Yalo, Imwas and Bayt 
Dajan.
 He was a co-author 
of the book Both Sides of 
Peace: Israeli and Palestin-
ian Political Poster Art, pub-
lished in 1998 by the Con-
temporary Art Museum with 
University of Washington 
Press.
 Mansour wrote two 
books on traditional Palestin-
ian clothing and embroidery.
 Mansour contrib-
uted extensively to the devel-
opment of an infrastructure 

 Mansour painted idealized images of heroic Palestinian women, men and children against 
the backdrop of a landscape — filled with olive groves, orange trees, terraced gardens, stone houses 
— that he had known as a child but that now in many cases no longer exists, after years of Israeli 
settlement.

 Camel of Hardships by Mansour

                        Mansour

for the fine arts in Palestine. 
He taught at numerous cul-
tural institutions and uni-
versities, including Al-Quds 
University.
  He was the head 
of the League of Palestinian 
Artists from 1986 to 1990. In 
1994, Mansour co-founded 
al-Wasiti Art Center in East 
Jerusalem. He was a mem-
ber of the Founding Board of 
Directors of the International 
Academy of Art Palestine, 
established in 2004.
 He was a contrib-
uting artist to the I Witness 
Silwan art installation in East 
Jerusalem.
 Mansour died in Je-
rusalemon 24 August 2026, 
at the age of 79, having been 
treated at Makassed Hospital 
for a long illness. A funeral 
was held two days later at St. 
Peter’s Anglican Church in 
his native Birzeit, where his 
body was buried.
 Publications: Sli-
man Mansour, Nabil Anani: 
Catalog of the Palestinian 
Embroidery motifs
Sliman Mansour, Nabil 
Anani: Guide to the Pales-
tinian Art of Embroidery. 
Amman: Inaash Al-Usra 
Association and Al Abliyya 
Publishing, 2011. (Language 
of Book: Arabic, contains 
enough imagery to be en-
joyed and used by non-Ara-
bic speakers)
 Awards

1998 – Grand Nile Prize, 
Seventh Cairo Biennial, 
Egypt
1998 – Palestine Prize for the 
Visual Arts
2019 – UNESCO-Sharjah 
Prize for Arab Culture
2025 – Necip Fazıl Awards, 
Istanbul, Turkey

 Children of Palestine, 1990
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Tuesday, September 1, 2026 to Friday, September 4, 2026GC Sports HOF 2026 Class
By ANDREW CARTER
     The GC Sports HOF will induct four new members on 
Sept. 23. Two - Cleveland Browns DB Hanford Dixon, who 
coined the term “Dawg Pound,” and Stow HS RB Larry 
Czonka, who later starred at Syracuse and then Miami in the 
NFL - are gridiron legends. The other two - Elyria Catholic 
HS multi-sport athlete Brianne McLaughlin and Cuyahoga 
Hts. HS’s Kelly Stack - were collegiate hockey stars and 
USWNT Olympic Silver Medalists in 2010 and 2014.

 
 The 216 Regatta will be held on September 26–27 at the 
Edgewater Yacht Club, 6700 Cleveland Memorial Shoreway. 
Classes & Racing: CRW features: Over a dozen One Design classes
Nine Handicap (PHRF) divisions Three JAM divisions and four 
race courses www.clevelandraceweek.com.The event draws over 
1,800 national and international participants annually, offering 
marketing exposure to sailing professionals, amateurs, juniors, 
and women’s sailors www.clevelandraceweek.com. It maintains a 
strong sponsorship network, placing it among the top U.S. sailing 
regattas www.clevelandraceweek.com.

 
216 Regatta to be held

Guardians Clinging to Final Playoff Spot
BY KARL BRYANT 

 The Guardians 
have won just 6 of their 
last 10 at Press Time, and 
at 70-70, are clinging per-
ilously to the last playoff 
spot as September begins. 
 They’re maintain-
ing a three game deficit be-
hind the AL Central-lead-
ing White Sox and barely 
hold down the third and 
final Wild Card spot that 
has three other teams with-
in one games of them, and 
two more lurking close by.
    After losing two games to 
K.C. last weekend, which 
ended a seven-game win-
ning streak, CLE recov-
ered to bomb the Royals, 
11-1, in the series finale. It 
took until the last game of 
August, but Jose Ramirez 
hit his first HR since re-
turning to the lineup on 
July 22, after a five-plus 
week absence to recover 
from a left hand hamate 
bone removal. 
 It was a 2-Run 
shot and he also knocked 
in two more. Nathaniel 
Lowe also went deep for 
The Land. Rookie stand-
out hurler Parker Messick 
(11-8) gave up one run on 
five hits in 6.0 innings, 
while striking out five. 
     Back in The Land fol-

lowing an off day,  CLE 
topped the team from the 
Great White North, 6-1, 
as Gavin Williams (13-7) 
struck out a Lucky 13 Blue 
Jays. Deuces were wild, 
as CLE scored two at a 
time. Patrick Bailey, Angel 
Genao, and Angel Marti-
nez each hit 2-Run HRs to 
account for all the Guard-
ian scoring.
     Sadly, the Guardians 
lost the last two games of 
the set against Toronto, a 
team shadowing them for 
that last Wild Card spot. 
They suffered an abomi-
nable,11-0, loss the next 
day. Joey Cantillo (9-
8) gave up a staggering 
nine runs. Only four were 
earned though, as Rook-
ie SS Genao airmailed a 
ball well over the head 
of 2B Travis Bazzana on 
what should have been an 
inning-ending force out 

 A LEA fundraiser boxing show will be held on August 22 

at 7:00 p.m. at the Metroplex,1620 Motor Inn Drive, Girard, Ohio 

44420. For information, contact John Loew at 330-501-5713.

in the 2nd, which directly 
allowed two to score. Of 
course, Vladimir Guer-
rero, Jr., who’s had on off 
year, then followed with a 
3-Run HR. When the dust 
settled, Toronto had put up 
five unearned runs.         
     Dylan Cease (10-5) had 
an east time in picking up 
the “W,” and three Blue 
Jay relievers completed 
the Shutout. CLE Catcher 
Austin Hedges allowed 
one run in 1.2 innings of 
position player, blowout-
allowed relief.
   A surprising number of 
noisy Blue Jay fans attend-
ed and had a lot to cheer 
about. Guardian fans, not 
so much. Frank shook 
his head, noting, “This is 
almost like Buffalo fans 
drowning out Browns fans 
at the Lakefront. They gave 
us nothing to cheer about.” 
Gary quipped, “I’m re-

ally mad Hedges allowed 
that last run. Otherwise, it 
would’ve been a football 
score of 10-to-nothing.” 
Rita remarked, “Boy it’s 
hot. The Jays have been 
hotter than the weather. I 
hope things change tomor-
row.”
      Unfortunately, things 
changed very little as To-
ronto hung a 6-3 loss on 

a 2:10 Raincheck Game for 
the June 14 game that was 
postponed before it was 
to start, and then it never 
actually did rain. That 
game will be followed by 
the regularly scheduled one 
at 7:15 to complete Friday’s 
day-night double-dip. Games 
on Saturday at 6:10, and Sun-
day at 1:40 will finish off the 
Homestand.

Steelers edged in preseason 
BY ANDREW CARTER

   The Steelers were 
edged, 28-27, when the 
Bills went for two after a 
TD and made it, at the end 

of their preseason finale 
in Buffalo. Since no one 
wants OT in exhibitions, 
everyone was happy.
   As to the QB battle: Will 
Howard of Ohio State 

the Guardians. At least 
they scored, and Hedges, 
who knocked in a couple 
of runs, didn’t have to 
pitch this time out. Tan-
ner Bieber (5-15), who’s 
on track to lose 20 games, 
walked five and allowed 
five runs.
    CLE entertains Detroit 
with a four-spot this week-
end. Friday will begin with 

Williams

 

completed 9 of 15 passes 
for 69 yards, with two 
TDs and an INT; Drew 
Allar of Medina H.S. and 
Penn State completed 9 
of 18 passes for 89 yards. 
 Both made the 
53-man roster as the 
Steelers opted to keep 
four QBs on the Depth 
Chart.
   They open the season 
hosting the Falcons on 
September 13.

Messick

Gabriel Trumpets Browns to win 
BY KARL BRYANT
     
 Presumed 3rd 
String QB Dillon Ga-
briel led the Browns to  
, 37-13. But, when CLE 
announced its 53-man 
roster days later, he was 
listed on Injured Reserve 
with a back ailment.
  Gabriel looked good 
as he went 12 of 15 for 
186 yards and three 
TDs. Former Kent State 

WR Luke Floriea, who 
prepped at Mentor H.S., 
caught two TD passes 
and had a third over-
turned by video review. 
He also had a TD in the 
prior week’s loss to Buf-
falo. 
 So, leading the 
team in preseason scor-
ing, of course he ended 
up being cut when the 
53-man roster was an-
nounced.

     Long-shot QB Taylen 
Green, who wore a “Sum 
to Prove” hoodie at the 
post game Press Confer-
ence, went 5 of 7 for 27 
yards. Yet, he actually 
led CLE in rushing with 
66 yards on scrambles. 
That stat helped him to 
be named the No. 3 sig-
nal caller.
  The Browns begin the 
regular season in Jack-
sonville on Sept. 13.

MartinezRamirez Lowe

Monsters sign Drazner
 The Cleveland 
Monsters announced 
Thursday that the 
Monsters signed de-
fenseman Robby 
Drazner to a one-year, 
two-way AHL/ECHL 
contract for the 2026-
27 season. Drazner 
posted 0-1-1 with six 
penalty minutes in 
two appearances for 
the AHL’s Abbotsford 
Canucks last season 
and added 4-11-15 

with 24 penalty min-
utes in 52 appear-
ances for the ECHL’s 
Kalamazoo Wings in 
his first professional 
campaign.
 In 115 career 
NCAA appearances 
spanning five seasons 
with Miami (OH) 
University (2020-
24) and Western 
Michigan (2024-25), 
Drazner logged 11-
17-28 with 59 penalty 

minutes and helped 
Western Michigan 
claim the 2024-25 
NCHC Regular Sea-
son and Tournament 
Championships and 
the NCAA Champi-
onship. In two BCHL 
seasons, Drazner sup-
plied 9-45-54 with 63 
penalty minutes in 
115 games played for 
the Nanaimo Clip-
pers.
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'Boyz ‘N’ the ‘Hood' is Singleton's classic film
By C.M. APPLING

 In the late 1980’s 
and early 1990’s, America 
was absorbed in a cinematic 
renaissance in black film.  A 
new age of brilliant, talent-
ed, African-American direc-
tors rose to create a dynamic 
era in motion-pictures that 
featured and focused on the 
black experience.  Spike 
Lee (School Daze;  Do The 
Right Thing;  Mo’ Bet-
ter Blues;  Jungle Fever), 
brothers Warrington and 
Reginald Hudlin (House 
Party), and Mario Van 
Peebles (New Jack City) 
all emerged as prolific, in-
spired filmmakers who were 
each able to capture their 
own, unique vision of black 
America in their movie ef-
forts.  However, there was 
one black director whose 
first major film release was 
so outstanding and so im-
pressionable that it evoked 
a new genre of similar mo-
tion-pictures that dominated 
that ‘90’s decade.
 When Boyz ‘N’ the 
‘Hood was released in 1991, 
John Singleton was a mere 
23-years old. Hailed as an 
African-American ‘wun-
derkind’, his debut was so 
powerful that it launched its 
own  line of copycat movies 
dubbed ’Hood’ (i.e., ‘neigh-
borhood’) movies whose fo-
cus was to show the violent, 
inner-city drama of black 
male youth who are caught 
in a vicious web of drugs 
and genocide.  Several films 
that met this cinematic crite-
ria were Juice (1992), South 
Central (1992) and Men-
ace II Society (1993).  But, 
Singleton’s Boyz was the 
first that set the formulaic 
template that all the rest fol-
lowed.
 The movie begins 
in the mid-1980’s when an 
elementary-aged Tre Styles 
attends school in the urban 

environment of Los Ange-
les, California.  After getting 
into trouble once too many 
times, his mother (Angela 
Bassett) makes the decision 
to send Tre to live with his 
father, Furious Styles (Lau-
rence Fishburne) so that he 
can teach Tre ‘how to be a 
man’.  When Tre moves in 
with his dad, Furious imme-
diately assigns him chores 
to teach him responsibil-
ity.  Also,  Furious’ pres-
ence alone speaks volumes 
since most of the young 
boys Tre’s age are being 
reared in single-mother-led 
households.  Tre’s two best-
friends, Ricky and ‘Dough-
boy,’ are brothers who come 
from one of these fatherless 
homes.  So, whenever Furi-
ous imports any of his sage 
knowledge and advice to 
Tre, it reinforces Single-
ton’s message that black fa-
thers  need to rear their sons 
so that they can grow up to 
become men.
 Years later, in high 
school, Tre (Cuba Good-
ling, Jr.), Ricky (Morris 
Chestnut) and Doughboy 
(rapper Ice-Cube from the 
hip-hop group, N.W.A.) 
have survived the harsh, 
agressive atmosphere of 
their South Central ‘Hood’.  
Tre has plans to attend col-
lege, as does his girlfriend 
from across the street, 
Brandy (Nia Long).  Ricky, 
a football payer and teenage 
father, hopes to win an ath-
letic scholarship and is the 
favored son of his mother 
(Tyra Farrell).  Doughboy is 
the ‘fallen’ sibling who is a 
local drug-dealer and ruth-
less criminal.
 Though quite 
young at the time, Singleton 
managed to capture many 
classic emotional moments 
in the movie that view-
ers will always remember: 
1.) after Tre and Ricky are 
unjustly harassed by the 

police and Tre and vents 
his frustration with Bran-
dy;  2.) Ricky’s mother and 
girlfriend’s hysterical reac-
tions when they view his 
dead body, and; 3.) Ricky’s 
mother’s motionless, de-
feated appearance after she 
read the college eligibility 
letter that said he passed the 
S.A.T. exam. 
 Singleton directed 
many other unforgettable 
movies after Boyz ‘N’ the 
‘Hood (including Higher 
Learning, Rosewood, Four 
Brothers and a Shaft remake 
starring Samuel L. Jackson).  
All were well-made, cin-
ematic contributions in the 
annals of black film.  Hence, 
with Boyz, he managed to 
strike a sympathetic chord 
in urban, youth who were 
so impacted that it started 
a series of similar-themed 
motion-pictures.  It served 
as a wake-up call to Cau-
casian America and parts 
of black America who were 
previously unaware of the 
devastation being wrought 
by violence and drugs in the 
inner-city community.  To 
quote Doughboy at the end 
of the movie: “Either they 
don’t know, don’t show, or 
don’t care what’s happenin’ 
in the ‘hood.”).  
 At the conclusion, 
Tre and Doughboy bond 
closer after Ricky’s murder.  
We learn that Tre will be at-
tending the all-black, male 
Morehouse College and 
Brandy will be a student at 
neighboring all-black, fe-
male Spelman College.  In 
the end, an even more tragic 
revelation is made apparent:  
that Doughboy is killed just 
like his brother. 
 Singleton will al-
ways be remembered as an 
important, black director in 
the ‘90’s.  But,his very first 
film ever, now regarded as a 
classic, will most likely be 
considered his best.

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review

2026 Ohio Renaissance Festival to be held in Waynesville

 The Cleve-
land Jazz Orchestra 
proudly announces 
its 42nd season titled: 
The World According 
to Jazz. This season 
celebrates the power 
of jazz to transform 
individual lives, erase 
boundaries between 
nations, and hold our 
collective memories 
and life stories in song. 
This season marks the 
CJO’s 6th year calling 
the Maltz Performing 
Arts Center its season 
home.
 The season will 
feature a number of 
local greats as well as 
internationally revered 
percussionist and reg-
ular band member for 
Paul Simon, Jamey 
Haddad. The sea-
son will celebrate the 
100th anniversary of 
the birth of two jazz 
legends—Miles Da-

vis and John Coltrane, 
one of Broadway’s 
leading composers and 
lyricists—Harold Arlen, 
and the greatest pro-
ducer of music of any 
genre—Quincy Jones.
 Rhythm Nation 
on Friday, October 16. 
Amplifying the World’s 
Heartbeat: An Evening 
with Jamey Haddad
 Virtuosic percus-
sionist Jamey Haddad 
brings his world sounds 
and mastery of over 
1,000
instruments to the Maltz 
Stage for a unique jazz 
concert with a focus on 
the rhythm section. The 
evening will highlight 
Haddad’s decades-long 
career as Paul Simon’s 
percussionist, his col-
laboration with Yo-Yo 
Ma’s Silk Road Ensem-
ble, and Haddad’s own 
group, Under One Sun.
 The future looks 

orchestra? Leading us 
through this evening 
will be many CJO fa-
vorites: Jack Schantz, 
Brad Wagner, Chris 
Coles, Chris Burge, 
among others. You do 
not want to miss this 
celebration of musi-
cal innovations that 
changed jazz forever.
 Blues in the 
Night on Saturday, 
April 24. Blues in the 
Night is a co-produc-
tion with The Musical 
Theater Project with 
the music of Harold 
Arlen.
 For in our 11th 
annual collabora-
tion with The Musi-
cal Theater Project, 
Paul Ferguson and Bill 
Rudman will co-host 
a concert spotlight-
ing one of America’s 
most innovative com-
posers for Broadway 
and Hollywood: Har-
old Arlen. “Over the 
Rainbow” is just for 
starters! How about 
“Stormy Weather,” 
“I’ve Got the World on 
a String,” “Come Rain 
or Come Shine,” “That 
Old Black Magic” and 
“Paper Moon”? All of 
them and more will be 
performed by vocalists 
Evelyn Wright, Erin 
Keckan, and Michael 
Shirtz.
 Bright Lights 
big City on Saturday, 
May 27.
 The Sounds of 
Quincy Jones: from 
Basie to Broadway to 
MJ Quincy Jones, one 
of the most prolific and 
respected producers 
of all genres of mu-
sic, began his career 
in jazz and as a trum-
peter. Join us for an 
exciting celebration of 
his arrangements and 
compositions for the 
Count Basie Orchestra 
and Frank Sinatra be-

and sounds bright with 
Jamey Haddad and the 
CJO.
 Legends of Jazz 
on Friday, November 
16.
 Celebrate the 
100th Anniversary of 
the birth of two jazz 
greats: Miles Davis and 
John Coltrane
 You may know 
the birth of cool, modal 
jazz, and electric rock 
fusion, but have you 
heard the cascading 
sheets of sound Paul 
Ferguson’s arrange-
ments lend to "A Love 
Supreme", "The Maids 
of Cadiz", or "Kind of 
Blue" for a full jazz 

ginning with excerpts 
from the acclaimed 
album, "Sinatra at the 
Sands", featuring the 
timeless hit, "Fly Me 
To the Moon." But 
the music doesn't stop 
there. The CJO will 
premiere new arrange-
ments of hits produced 
for Michael Jackson, 
Broadway, Miles Da-
vis, and others.
 Tickets for 
these concerts are $25-
55. Subscriptions are 
available for $90-195.

The Cleveland Jazz Orchestra 2026-27 Season: The World According To Jazz

 2026 Ohio Renais-
sance Festival will be held 
in Waynesville on Septem-
ber 5, welcoming guests 
back to its 30-acre re-cre-
ated 16th-century English 
village for nine weekends of 
live entertainment, artisan 
shopping, hearty food and 
drink, and family-friendly 
games and rides. 
 The festival runs 
Saturdays, Sundays, and 
Labor Day through Novem-
ber 1, with gates open from 
10:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. each 

event day. 
 This season carries 
extra fanfare: the Ohio Renais-
sance Festival was recently 
voted the #1 Renaissance Fes-
tival in the country in USA 
TODAY's 10Best Readers' 
Choice poll for 2026, earning 
the title of Best Renaissance 
Festival in the Nation. 
 Set in the fictional 
Elizabethan village of Willy 
Nilly-on-the-Wash, the festi-
val welcomes Queen Elizabeth 
and more than 150 costumed 
characters to Renaissance Park 

in Waynesville, Ohio, located 
along State Route 73 between 
I-71 and I-75. 
 Catch dozens of live 
shows across more than 20 
stages throughout the day, 
headlined by the heart pound-
ing Full-Armored Tourna-
ment Joust. 
 The entertainment 
lineup ranges from comedy 
and sword-fighting duels in 
the streets to acrobatics, mu-
sic, and daring stunts on stage, 
plus more than 150 costumed 
characters — 

knights, pirates, nobles, and 
jesters among them — who 
bring the village to life from 
gate to gate. 
 The festival's Me-
dieval Marketplace is home 
to hundreds of indepen-
dent artisan shoppes offer-
ing handcrafted clothing, 
jewelry, pottery, weaponry, 
leather goods, home décor, 
and art. Guests can watch 
master craftspeople at work, 
with live demonstrations of 
glassblowing, blacksmith-
ing, leatherworking, boot 

making, candle making, 
stone carving, and weaving 
throughout the village. 
 No day in the vil-
lage is complete without a 
proper feast. Festival fare 
includes giant turkey legs, 
steak on a stake, barbecue, 
wraps, stuffed spuds, bread 
bowl stews, pizza, and sweet 
treats, with vegetarian op-
tions available throughout. 
To drink, guests can raise a 
glass of ale, wine, mead, or 
cider from a rotating lineup 
of Ohio breweries and mea-
deries. 

MENU TIPS

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

Keep your energy up
 The next time you 
feel your energy flagging, 
consider this advice from 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and 
other experts:
 Getting a balance 
of protein and nutrients in 
your diet is the key to keep-
ing your energy up all day. 
That means making sure 
you eat a variety of whole 
grains, fruit, veggies and 
protein at each meal.
 •For starters, have 
a good breakfast. After 
many hours of fasting, a 
nutritious breakfast helps 
provide energy for an active 
day. A breakfast filled with 
a balance of nutrients—
protein, grains, fruit and 
dairy—will give your brain 
as well as your body what it 
needs to get you through the 
morning at your best.
 Next, get moving. 
Getting a little physical ac-
tivity each day, activities 
like taking a 30-minute 
walk around the neighbor-
hood or mowing the lawn, 
can help you build strong 
bones and muscles, reduce 
body fat and feel great. 
 Being active uses 
energy, and you’ll feel in-
vigorated.
 •Finally, snack 
smart. Rather than empty 
calories, enjoy something 
like this:

24-7 Energy Snack Mix
2 cups roasted peanuts
1 cup toasted sunflower 
seeds

¼ cup dried mango, diced
¼ cup dried apples, diced
½ cup M&Ms
 Toss ingredients to-
gether in large bowl. Portion 
¼-cup servings into plastic 
snack bags.
 Makes: 16 servings
 An important part of 
that snack is the protein you 
get from the peanuts. Sherry 
Coleman Collins, MS, RD, 
LD, says, “Peanuts are a pow-
erhouse of protein. With seven 
grams per serving, peanuts 
contain more protein than any 
nut. Protein is one of the es-
sential nutrients in life. It is 
important not only for grow-
ing children but also for main-
taining muscles, bones and 
skin throughout life.”
 Moreover, peanuts 
are a natural source of plant-
based protein. Collins recom-
mends choosing more plant-
based proteins as part of a 
healthy lifestyle. 
 The government’s 
Dietary Guidelines for Ameri-
cans specifically point out the 
need for a shift in food intake 
to a more plant-based diet; one 
that emphasizes fruits, vegeta-
bles, whole grains and nuts. 
 Whether you’re a 
vegetarian or looking to cut 
down on saturated fat levels, 
peanuts can be a smart choice 
when looking for a boost of 
protein in any meal.
 For further peanut 
facts, tips and recipes, go to 
the National Peanut Board 
website at http://nationalpea-
nutboard.org.

 Renewed interest in 
singer Johnny Hartman has 
been sparked by The Bridg-
es of Madison County film 
soundtrack which introduces 
a new generation of fans to his
mellow style. 
 Born July 3, 1923, in
Chicago, Hartman sang with 
his high school jazz orchestra
and studied music at Chicago 
Musical College before World
War II intervened.  In the late 
1940 after his military dis-
charge, Hartman worked with 
Earl Hines, Dizzy Gillespie, 
and Erroll Garner. 
 He was a favored so-
loist in clubs and on television
during the 1950s.  Hartman's 
forte was the romantic ballad.  
He was inventive in his rich 
baritone style, yet remained 
true to lyrics. 
 Among several re-
cordings, Hartman's most cap-
tivating (and enduring) albums 
was a 1963 session (reissued 
by MCA/Impulse in 1986) 
with saxophonist John Col-
trane, McCoy Tyner (piano), 
Jimmy Garrison (bass) and 
straightforward renderings of
"Lush Life," "My One And 
Only Love," "You Are Too 
Beautiful," and more. 
 Hartman is at his best
on this gorgeous album.

Johnny Hartman



Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING

  

TRIVIA - (Comedies)

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Martin Lawrence)

 1. In the 'Player's
Club' (1998), rapper/actor
Ice Cube wrote, directed and
executive-produced the film
about an African-American
girl (Lisa Raye) who pays
for her college tuition by
dancing at a strip club, but
who is the black comedian
who plays "Dollar Bill:" the
club owner and who now has
his own T.V. sitcom about a
comedian who is raising his
sister's 3 kids because she is
a  d r u g  a d d i c t ?
2 .  C o m e d i a n  D . L .
Hughley went from hosting
a show on BET to starring
in his own T.V. sitcom 'The
Hughleys,' about a successful,
snack vending machine
entrepreneur who moves his
African-American family
to an integrated suburb, but
in what movie did he star
as one of four, close, male
friends and whose character
was married to a reserved,
proper wife who was afraid
to try new love techniques?
3. Cedric The Entertainer
i s  b e s t  k n o w n  a s
Steve Harvey's best friend on
'The Steve Harvey Show,' but
in what film did he star as a
black minister who is hired by 

an African-American family
to hold the funeral for a
recently departed loved?
4 .  I n  ' S h o w t i m e '
(2001), white, acting legend
Robert DeNiro stars as a
cop who is hired by a T.V.
production company to have
a camera crew follow him
on his daily patrol to star in
a 'reality show' about police
officers, but who is the black,
comedy legend who plays
DeNiro's partner that uses
this opportunity to fulfill his
a c t i n g  d r e a m s ?
5 .  M a r t i n  L a w r e n c e
m a d e  h i s  c o m i -
c a l ,  m o t i o n p i c t u r e
d e b u t  a s  o n e  o f  t h e
hot, neighborhood homies
on a sweltering summer day
in Bed-Stuy, N.Y. in Spike
Lee's 'Do The Right Thing'
(1989), before starring in his
own, FOX sitcom 'Martin,'
but in what movie does he
star as an employee at a
medieval theme park who is
transported back in time to
the  1300s  in  England?
ANSWERS: 1. Bernie Mac
2. 'The Brothers' (2001) 3.
'Kingdom Come' (2001)
4 .  E d d i e  M u r p h y  5 . 
' B l a c k  K n i g h t '  ( 2 0 0 1 )

FILMS:
1. 'House Party' (1990)
2. 'Boomerang' (1992)
3. 'Bad Boys' (1995)
4. 'Life' (1999)
5. 'Big Momma's House'
(2000)
ROLES:
a) wrongfully imprisoned

for more than 40 years
b) bad-breathed, D.J. for
Kid 'N' Play
c) disguised in under cover
cop mission
d) ad exec friend of playboy
e) switches places with police
partner
ANSWERS: 1, b; 2, d; 3, e; 

                Davis                 Coltrane
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Woodland Automotive
9300 Woodland Avenue
 Cleveland, Ohio 44104

(216) 229-1957

Hours: Mon. - Sat. - 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

We Sell 
Used Tires

(Amateur and Professional)
From The Old Cleveland Arena 

Old Boxing:
Posters - Programs - Photographs

Press Kits - Autographs
 Gloves - Tickets - Equipment - Etc.

Cleveland Arena Boxing Collectibles Wanted
Want To Buy All Boxing Collectibles 

Call (216) 721-1674 - Paying Top Dollar

A-1 BATTERY SHOP
Free Battery Installation 

Free System Testing

Complete Line Of New Batteries
ALL BATTERIES GUARANTEED

Factory Seconds
$60.00 and Up

Reconditioned
$40.00 

2935 Detroit Road
(Just Across Detroit - Superior Bridge)

(216) 861-6001

We Pay Cash For Scrap Batteries
Visit Website: a1batteryshop.com

EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS
11400 Woodland Ave. - Cleveland, OH 44104

To Place Your Advertisement 
Call (216) 721-1674 -www.eastsidedailynews.com
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The World’s Greatest Numerologist

LUCKY FIVE

LUCKY SIX
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        55          12                 75             20               16

     34               76             22               10               23           88

     82           44                97              30                77           44

Cleveland Neighborhood Progress - every project they touch failed
 In 2008, with 
much fanfare, Cleve-
land Neighborhood 
Progress announced 
building homes behind 
their headquarters in the 
old St. Luke’s building. 
Those homes were nev-
er built.
 In 2021, in 
their press release: 
 “the Cleveland 
Planning Commission 
granted final design ap-
proval to 42 new for-
sale townhomes slated 
to be built on the former 
Saint Luke’s Hospi-
tal site in the Buckeye 
neighborhood. The new 
development, Entrada 
at Woodland Heights, 
will offer 1,400-1,500 
square foot units start-
ing in the low to mid 
$200,000’s.
 According to 
a submission to the 
Cleveland Planning 
Commission, Cleve-
land Neighborhood 
Progress (CNP) has 
partnered with Keystate 
Homes, Glimcher Capi-
tal Group, and Baya 
Build on the project. 
The development is to 
be located on the site of 
the former Saint Luke’s 
Pointe project, which 
stalled out during the 
2008 housing recession 
and has sat vacant ever 
since then.  
 The new homes 
will be located along 
MLK Jr. Drive behind 

year). 
 Other features 
include two-car at-
tached garages, garage 
roof decks with down-
town views, open floor 
plans, and wraparound 
front porches that aim to 
pay homage to the exist-
ing, porch-filled neigh-
borhood. The homes 
will have open floor 
plans, quartz or granite 
countertops, and stain-
less steel appliances. 
 The builders 
also aim to hire a work-
force that is representa-
tive of the community 
with MWBE (women 
and minority owned) 
contractors, Glimcher 
said. With 15 year tax 
abatement, the homes 
could have a payment of 
about $800 per month at 
current mortgage rates, 

he stated. (A 30-year 
mortgage of $200,000 
at a 3.257 interest rate 
would be $871 per 
month, not including 
taxes or insurance. By 
contrast, the average 
rent in Cleveland is 
$1,154, a 3% increase 
over the previous year, 
according to RentCafe.) 
 C o m m i s s i o n 
members were im-
pressed by the homes’ 
universal design, or the 
design of buildings, 
products or environ-
ments to make them 
accessible to all people, 
regardless of age, dis-
ability or other factors. 
 “This sets a re-
ally nice precedent and 
we hope that everyone 
in the city takes a look 

at one you’re doing 
here, to be honest,” said 
planning commission 
member Lillian Kuri. 
“This idea that when 
people build accessible 
units, they tend to not 
be beautiful … this to 
me just strikes that. You 
can’t tell the difference 
between an accessible 
unit and a non-acces-
sible unit. They’re just 
all accessible. And this, 
I think, is the future of 
universal design.”
 These homes 
were never built.

surrounding the project 
site,” Ward 6 council 
member Blaine Griffin 
wrote in a support letter. 
 The units have 
some unique design fea-
tures. First of all, they 
will be accessible, slab 
on grade homes (there 
are no steps to enter 
them). Second, they are 
three bed, three bath 
units with first floor 
bedrooms and bath-
rooms, with opportuni-
ties for aging in place or 
inter-generational liv-
ing. Finally, they will be 
built to Cleveland green 
building standards and 
have an optional solar 
product that will allow 
people to build net zero 
homes (one that makes 
as much electricity on-
site as it will consume 
over the course of one 

the former Saint Luke’s 
Hospital, which was 
transformed by Cleve-
land Neighborhood 
Progress a decade ago 
into a multi-use project 
featuring senior hous-
ing, The Intergenera-
tional School, and other 
services. Harvey Rice 
School and library are 
located adjacent to the 
site, which is about a 
mile west of the Larch-
mere and Shaker Square 
shopping areas. 
 Danny Glimch-
er of Glimcher Capital 
Group said the project 
aims to create high-
quality, modern homes 
at a fairly moderate 
price point, at least for 
today’s housing market. 
“We tried to give the 
buildings a very high 
design look while hon-
oring the architectural 
language that exists in 
the neighborhood,” he 
said. 
 The Entrada 
project also dovetails 
with the city’s Neigh-
borhood Transforma-
tion Initiative, which 
seeks to concentrate 
public and private in-
vestment in Buckeye. 
 “This project 
executes the vision we 
had all had for the re-
naissance of this long-
underserved neighbor-
hood, and will create 
value for its residents 
and for the homeowners 

 Entrada at Woodland Heights to bring 42 
new for-sale townhomes to Buckeye. These homes were 
never built.

 Photos for Entrada at Woodhill Heights. Courtesy Cor-
nerstone Architecture. These homes were never built. 

New answers for autism with genetic link
 People with 
profound autism of-
ten live with severe 
intellectual disabil-
ity, are nonverbal 
and often have medi-
cal conditions like 
epilepsy. But pinning 
down the biology be-
hind profound autism 
has been elusive. 
There are genes and 
environmental fac-
tors which vary from 
person to person. A 
new paper out today 
offers some new in-
formation and hope. 
NPR’s Pien Huang 
has more.
 P I E N 
HUANG, BYLINE: 
Dr. Matthew State 
is a clinical psychia-

trist and a genetics 
researcher. He’s been 
a pioneer in identify-
ing genes associated 
with profound au-
tism.
 MATTHEW 
STATE: We’re talk-
ing about a subset 
that have very severe 
impairments, often 
coexisting with intel-
lectual disability, the 
absence of language, 
epilepsy, etc.
 H U A N G : 
Nevan Krogan is his 
colleague at UC San 
Francisco, director 
of the Quantitative 
Biosciences Institute. 
He studies how pro-
teins in the body in-
teract. He says gene 

researchers like State 
have been busy.
 N E V A N 
KROGAN: They’ve 
discovered, you 
know, I guess at this 
point, several hun-
dred genes and corre-
sponding mutations 
that are prevalent in 
individuals that have 
profound autism. But 
as Matt will tell you, 
they’ve kind of hit a 
wall.
 HUANG: A 
wall, as in the gene 
discoveries haven’t 
led to many promis-
ing treatments. One 
missing piece, State 
says, are the pro-
teins. These are the 
molecules that build 
the body based on 
instructions in the 
genes.
 S T A T E : 
What makes an eye 
cell an eye cell, and a 
muscle a muscle are 
the proteins and the 
proteins working to-
gether. They are the 
machinery of life.
 H U A N G : 
About a decade ago, 
the two researchers 
paired up. Here’s 
Krogan.
 K R O G A N : 
He had the genes. He 
had the mutations. I 
had the technologies 
to look at the corre-
sponding proteins.
 H U A N G : 
The work was slow 
at first, but more 
recent advances in 
technology, includ-
ing AI, have made it 
go much faster. Now, 
they and their col-
leagues are out with 
a new study in the 
journal Science that 
maps the interactions 
between the proteins 

that come from those 
autism risk genes. 
And while there’s 
hundreds of genes 
acting in more than 
a thousand differ-
ent ways, they found 
their proteins tend to 
act on a smaller and 
more specific set of 
biological processes.
 STATE: If 
we look at multiple 
mutations, and they 
converge on the 
same process, that’s 
strong evidence that 
you’re dealing with 
the things that you 
want to treat.
 H U A N G : 
These are processes 
related to early brain 
development, like 
how synapses get 
constructed, which 
neurons develop and 
when. Daniel Ge-
schwind at UCLA 
studies the role of 
genetics on the hu-
man brain. He was 
not involved in the 
paper, but he says 
it’s a huge undertak-
ing that’s produced 
high-quality data.
 D A N I E L 
GESCHWIND: This 
kind of large-scale 
work is really criti-
cal to begin to get 
enough data to really 
understand what’s 
going on and to move 
the field forward.
 H U A N G : 
Geschwind says 
the vast majority of 
drugs are made to 
target proteins, so 
this map of protein 
interactions is a great 
starting point.
 G E -
SCHWIND: A lot 
of people interested 
in understanding 
autism and drug de-

velopment are going 
to be using this re-
source.
 H U A N G : 
Alison Singer is 
head of the Autism 
Science Foundation. 
She has a daughter 
with severe cogni-
tive impairment.
 A L I S O N 
SINGER: For fami-
lies of people with 
profound autism, 
like mine, this is the 
kind of scientific ad-
vance that we have 
been waiting for and 
praying for.
 H U A N G : 
While Singer knows 
the discoveries won’t 
lead to treatments 
overnight, they make 
the path more clear.
 SINGER: It 
opens up a whole 
new avenue for ther-
apeutic intervention, 
and it’s just, in gen-
eral, a cause for a lot 
more hopefulness.
 HUANG: It’s 
a long road from a 
biological discovery 
like this to a drug that 
treats humans, but 
the researchers are 
also hopeful. Here’s 
State first, then Kro-
gan.
 S T A T E : 
They take time, and 
it takes a lot of per-
sistence and focus 
to get those into pa-
tients.
 K R O G A N : 
But we’ve got to the 
next essential step in 
this pipeline, right 
(laughter)?
 STATE: So 
this is where you see 
the yin and the yang 
here.
 H U A N G : 
They’re already work-
ing on the next steps.

Cuyahoga County Scam Squad to host webinar

 To help resi-
dents protect them-
selves, the Cuyahoga 
County Scam Squad 
task force is hosting 
a webinar, Invest-
ment Scams: How 
Fraudsters Use A.I., 
Apps and Social Me-
dia to Target You.
 Inves tment 
scams have stolen at 
least $12 million dol-
lars from Cuyahoga 
County residents 
since October 2025, 
according to new 
data from the Federal 
Trade Commission.
 “People tell 
Scam Squad they 
became involved in 
these schemes after 
following a tip from 
an online friend or re-
sponding to a ‘wrong 
number’ text,” said 
Sheryl Harris, Direc-
tor of the Cuyahoga 
County Department 
of Consumer Affairs. 
“Scammers may 
even create convinc-
ing apps that appear 
to show an invest-

ment growing, when 
in reality, the vic-
tim’s money has al-
ready been stolen.” 
 The webinar 
starts at noon Tues-
day, Sept. 22. Reg-
istration is required. 
Sign up at cuyaho-
gacounty.gov/scam-
squad.
 The webinar 
will feature agen-
cies that oversee and 
investigate financial 
marketplaces, giving 
Cuyahoga County 
residents an inside 
look at how these 
sophisticated scams 
work, the warning 
signs to watch for, 
and the steps they 
can take to protect 
their money.
 Scam Squad 
is a financial fraud 
task force made up of 
local, state and fed-
eral agencies with a 
significant presence 
in Cuyahoga County.
 Facebook  In-
stagram  Twitter  You-
Tube  LinkedIn  Web
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Services held for beloved boxing coach Fred White
 Services for 
Frederick White were 
held on September 4 at 
Calhoun Funeral Home 
Rockside Road, 23000 
Rockside Road. White 
died on August 13, 2026. 
He was 69 years old.
 White was born 
on January 4, 1957, in 
Cleveland to June and 
Willie White. Beloved 
husband, brother, and 
friend.
 White cherished 
time spent with fam-

ily and enjoyed playing 
cards, chess, and hand 

dancing. 
 Fred had a pas-
sion for boxing and shoot-
ing pool—two sports that 
reflected his competitive 
spirit, discipline, resil-
ience, and grit. Whether 
in the ring or around the 
pool table, he embraced 
every challenge with de-
termination and heart. 
 White faced dif-
ficult seasons in his life, 
including a struggle with 
addiction. Yet, he found 
the strength and courage 

to overcome those chal-
lenges. His journey was 
one of resilience and re-
demption. Fred refused 
to allow his past to define 
him. Instead, it was his 
determination to change, 
his love for others, and 
the life he built in sobri-
ety that will be remem-
bered. 
 His courage to 
rise above adversity and 
his willingness to extend 
love and encouragement 
to others will forever be 

part of his legacy. 
 White gave 
so much of himself to 
his community through 
his work as a commu-
nity outreach worker 
and as a boxing coach 
with Bar None Boxing 
Club. 
 He touched 
countless lives through 
his generosity, encour-
agement, guidance, and 
unwavering support. 

He had a gift for see-
ing potential in others 
and inspiring them to 
believe in themselves. 
 White is sur-
vived by  his wife, 
Patricia Green; his sis-
ter, Patrice Reynolds 
(James Reynolds); his 
nieces, Jerica Shack-
elford, Falon Shack-
elford, and Karen 
Stewart; his nephew, 
Lawrence Stewart; his 
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stepchildren, Telena 
Edwards, Willie Jack-
son, De’Vonshae Jack-
son, David Jackson, 
Joella Jackson, and 
Joenet Brooks; twenty 
grandchildren, six great 
grandchildren; and a 
host of other relatives 
and dear friends. 
 White’s life 
was a testament to the 
power of perseverance, 
the importance of sec-

ond chances, and the 
lasting impact one 
person can have on 
the lives of others. He 
will be deeply missed, 
lovingly remembered, 
and forever carried in 
the hearts of those who 
knew and loved him. 
May your memory al-
ways be a blessing. 
And may there always 
be a good fight to 
watch and a pool table 
waiting for you

Cassandra Wilson, Grammy-winning jazz vocalist, dies at 70
 Cassandra Wil-
son, whose deep, dark 
contralto and casual 
disregard for musical 
category made her one 
of the most arresting 
and influential jazz 
vocalists of the last 40 
years, died on Wednes-
day in Jackson, Miss. 
She was 70.
 Her longtime 
manager, Robert Torry, 
announced her death 
in a statement, without 
specifying a cause.
 Wilson was a 
2022 National Endow-
ment for the Arts Jazz 
Master, and twice won 
the Grammy award for 
Best Jazz Vocal Al-
bum: for her eclectic 
1996 touchstone, New 
Moon Daughter and 
for a 2008 standards 
program titled Loverly. 
She was a major voice 
and presence in Wyn-
ton Marsalis’ oratorio 
Blood on the Fields, 
which became the first 
jazz work to win a Pu-
litzer Prize for Music in 
1997.
 One through-
line in Wilson’s musical 
output was the enthrall-
ing tether of her voice, 
whose timbre could 
inspire metaphors of 
maplewood smoke or 

wildflower honey. An-
other was the mystique 
she imparted to both 
original songs and an 
assortment of material 
culled from the jazz 
songbook, the Delta 
blues, Laurel Canyon 
folk-rock, even main-
stream pop. New Moon 
Daughter commingled 
songs by Neil Young 
and U2 with those by 
Hank Williams and 
Son House; it also 
included a personal 
take on “Last Train to 
Clarksville,” the defin-
ing 1966 hit for The 
Monkees.
 For her 2002 
album, Belly of the 
Sun, Wilson recorded 
in Clarksdale, Miss., in 
a converted train sta-
tion, pursuing a more 
tangible connection to 
home. But there was 
always a spirit of rustic 
byways in her music, 

which she consistently 
made with first-rate 
collaborators. Describ-
ing her albums from 
the early ‘90s through 
the mid-aughts, Ben 
Ratliff once mused in 
The New York Times 
that “in essence, they 
have fed the history 
of New World popu-
lar music, white and 
black, rural and urban, 
through a filter of pre-
war Southern roots 
music as reimagined 
by New York jazz mu-
sicians.” He added: 
“What a complicated 
routing system! But it 
worked, and it didn’t 
sound like anything 
else.”
 She was born 
Cassandra Fowlkes 
in Jackson, Miss., on 
Dec. 4, 1955. Both 
her parents, Herman 
B. Fowlkes and Dr. 
Mary Fowlkes, were 
educators; her father 
was also a working 
musician who mainly 
played bass and guitar. 
“He had a huge jazz 
collection, and that’s 
what I remember lis-
tening to when I was a 
little girl,” Wilson re-
called in a 2022 inter-
view with the National 

Endowment for the 
Arts.
 In the same 
interview, Wilson de-
scribed how she began 
playing the guitar her-
self, drawn to her fa-
ther’s archtop Gibson, 
whose dangling strings 
she would pull as a 
child. “They would, of 
course, resonate with 
what we call harmon-
ics,” she said. “And the 
harmonics sounded an-
gelic to me. It sounded 
like heavenly music. 
And that’s when I start-
ed to notice the guitar 
more and more. So af-
ter seven years of pia-
no lessons, I asked my 
father if I could start 
playing the guitar.”
 Some of her 
early experiences as 
a performer involved 
backing herself on 
acoustic guitar, after 
the example of two 
chief influences: Rob-
ert Johnson and Joni 
Mitchell. But her path 
to a musical career was 
circuitous. She earned 
a degree in mass com-
munications at Jack-
son State University, 
while separately study-
ing jazz with drum-
mer Alvin Fielder, a 

charter member of the 
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Creative 
Musicians. Then in the 
early 1980s she moved 
to New Orleans, where 
she took a job as as-
sistant public affairs 
director for a local tele-
vision station and mar-
ried a local radio DJ 
named Anthony Wil-
son.
 When the Wil-
sons moved to New 
York, she quickly fell 
in with a progressive 
cohort of improvis-
ers coalescing around 
alto saxophonist Steve 
Coleman and his M-
BASE Collective. She 
appeared on Coleman’s 
debut album, Mother-
land Pulse, in 1985 — 
the same year that she 
recorded her own de-
but, Point of View, with 
collaborators including 
Coleman, trombon-
ist Grachan Moncur 
III and guitarist Jean-
Paul Bourelly. Over 
the next few years, 
Wilson would collabo-
rate with saxophonists 
Henry Threadgill and 
Greg Osby, while mak-
ing more of her own 
discursive, exploratory 
albums.

 The exception 
to this aesthetic was 
Blue Skies, released in 
1988. With crisp acous-
tic backing — Mulgrew 
Miller on piano, Lon-
nie Plaxico on bass, 
Terri Lyne Carrington 
on drums — Wilson 
finessed standards like 
“I’m Old Fashioned” 
and “I Didn’t Know 
What Time It Was,” in 
a style reminiscent of 
Betty Carter. Billboard 
named it jazz album of 
the year, but Wilson re-
coiled from its modest 
success, following up 
this palatable straight-
ahead offering with a 
futuristic funk opus, 
Jumpworld; its opening 
track is an original with 
a self-declaratory title, 
“Woman on the Edge.”
 Amid more 
stylistic fusions in the 
early-to-mid ‘90s — 
including a couple of 
featured credits on 
The Roots’ second al-
bum, Do You Want 
More?!!!??! — Wilson 
made a fateful con-
nection when she was 
signed to Blue Note 
Records. A largely un-
tested young producer 
named Craig Street had 
moved into her apart-
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ment building in Man-
hattan, and they hit it 
off. On the strength of 
a couple of tracks they 
made together — the 
standard “You Don’t 
Know What Love Is” 
and Van Morrison’s 
“Tupelo Honey” — 
Blue Note hired Street 
to produce her 1993 
album Blue Light ‘til 
Dawn, a musical break-
through.
 During her 
heralded association 
with the label, Wilson 
not only explored her 
Mississippi roots but 
also paid tribute to a 
formative influence, 
Miles Davis — though 
her album Traveling 
Miles traced a typical-
ly unpredictable path, 
interspersing original 
tunes with fare like 
“Miles Runs the Voo-
doo Down,” and hold-
ing space for Cyndi 
Lauper’s “Time After 
Time” (which Davis fa-
mously or infamously 
covered, depending on 
the vantage). Wilson’s 
2006 album, Thun-
derbird, found her ex-
perimenting with pop 
production, and with 
producers from outside 
the jazz fold, notably 

Keefus Ciancia and T 
Bone Burnett.
 Wilson left the 
Blue Note roster after 
her 2010 album Silver 
Pony, which combined 
live and studio record-
ings, and featured cam-
eos by John Legend 
and saxophonist Ravi 
Coltrane. She pro-
duced her 2012 album, 
Another Country, with 
Fabrizio Sotti, focus-
ing on original songs 
often performed with 
her guitar in hand.
 Her next al-
bum, which turned 
out to be her last, was 
Coming Forth by Day, 
a 2015 tribute to Billie 
Holiday, one of Wil-
son’s spiritual totems 
as a singer. “Strange 
Fruit,” a righteous tone 
poem that opened New 
Moon Daughter, reap-
pears on this album in 
a less rootsy and more 
reverberant arrange-
ment. 
 Wilson im-
bues the lyrics, which 
describe the scene of 
a southern lynching, 
with as much emo-
tional weight as ever, 
creeping forward at a 
ceremonial pace.
 Wilson is sur-
vived by a son, Jeris. 

Gloria Steinem, trailblazing feminist organizer, dies 
 Gloria Steinem, a 
writer and trailblazing femi-
nist organizer who became 
the face of the women’s 
movement, has died. She 
was 92.
 She died on 
Wednesday at her home in 
New York City, according to 
a post on social media, sur-
rounded by loved ones.
 A founder of the 
National Women’s Political 
Caucus in 1971, Steinem 
was a dynamic leader and 
mentor for scores of activ-
ists. For decades, Steinem 
was an oft-quoted voice for 
women‘s rights, writing, 
speaking and eagerly seek-
ing converts to the cause 
one-on-one. By launching 
Ms. magazine, she helped 
to chronicle the movement 
as it grew — and also made 
it possible for women to tell 
their stories.
 “Gloria, more 
than any other individual,“ 
wrote Washington Post 
publisher Katharine Gra-
ham of Steinem’s influence, 
“changed my mind-set and 
helped me grasp what the 
leaders of the movement — 
and even the extremists — 
were talking about. I recall 
her encouraging me to throw 
off some of the myths associ-
ated with my old-style think-
ing.”
 Graham added: 
“Gloria kept telling me that 
if I came to understand what 
the women’s movement was 
all about it would make my 
life much better. In time it in-

evitably dawned on me, and 
how right she was!”
 The persistent 
and insistent Steinem was a 
symbol for those who would 
extol feminism, as well as a 
lightning rod for those who 
disapproved of it. She was 
fine with that.
 “Women are nev-
er again going to be mind-
less coffee-makers in poli-
tics or unconfident reporters 
who fail to see our own half 
of the world,” she wrote in 
her 1983 book, “Outrageous 
Acts and Everyday Rebel-
lions.”
 A tactician who 
connected dots across social 
movements, Steinem was 
an advocate for intersec-
tionality years before activ-
ists started using the word, 
working to bring together 
the oppressed and neglected.
 “Feminism has 
never been about getting a 
job for one woman,” she 
wrote in a Los Angeles 
Times op-ed in 2008. “It’s 

about making life more fair 
for women everywhere. It’s 
not about a piece of the ex-
isting pie; there are too many 
of us for that. It’s about bak-
ing a new pie.” That op-ed 
was typical Steinem, a con-
demnation of GOP presiden-
tial nominee John McCain 
and “the anti-feminist right 
wing” for selecting Alaska 
Gov. Sarah Palin as Mc-
Cain’s running mate rather 
than “a woman who knows 
what a vice president does.”
 Even as new is-
sues came up and old issues 
took new forms, activism 
remained Steinem’s calling.
 “She beautifully 
accepts all people wherever 
they are along their path of 
learning,” actress-activist 
Emma Watson wrote of 
Steinem in a foreword to the 
2019 edition of “Outrageous 
Acts and Everyday Rebel-
lions.“
 “She is complete-
ly without ego because she 
knows she’s serving some-
thing bigger than herself. To 
me, it is almost as if from 
birth Gloria was calibrated 
like a compass to true north, 
and is now patiently (and 
with good humor) making 
her way toward that destina-
tion.”
 “As a writer, a 
speaker, an activist,“ Obama 
said at the time, “she awak-
ened a vast and often skepti-
cal public to problems like 
domestic violence, the lack 
of affordable child care, 
unfair hiring practices. And 

because of her work, across 
America and around the 
world, more women are 
afforded the respect and 
opportunities that they de-
serve. But she also changed 
how women thought about 
themselves.“
 Gloria Marie 
Steinem was born in Toledo, 
Ohio, on March 25, 1934. 
Her mother, Ruth, suffered 
from mental-health issues. 
Steinem’s parents split up 
when she was 10, leaving 
her largely to care for her 
mother for the next seven 
years.
 “In many ways, 
our roles were reversed: I 
was the mother and she was 
the child,” Steinem wrote 
later in her essay “Ruth’s 
Song (Because She Could 
Not Sing It),” which mov-
ingly described this difficult 
situation. Steinem would 
say her mother’s spirit had 
been crushed by a world un-
interested in her as a unique 
person.
 As she finished up 
high school, Steinem moved 
to the Washington area to 
live with her older sister and 
then attended Smith Col-
lege in Massachusetts. Af-
ter graduation, she became 
a freelance writer, profiling 
people from Paul Newman 
to Pat Nixon.
 In 1963, she went 
undercover in New York’s 
Playboy Club.
 “I was fitted for 
false eyelashes today” began 
her subsequent article on 

that experience. That article, 
“I Was a Playboy Bunny,” 
made quite a splash, drawing 
attention to the indignities 
of those working as scantily 
clad hostesses while offer-
ing sympathetic portraits of 
these women.
 N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
Steinem found the opportu-
nities to do serious writing 
to be limited. “The fallout 
from the Bunny story last-
ed decades,” wrote Karen 
Karbo in 2019. “Whatever 
it was Gloria aimed to do 
— investigative journalism, 
political activism, magazine 
founding, and editing — she 
was dismissed for being too 
attractive.“
 She branched out 
into activism, though she 
soon discovered that many 
of her fellow activists on 
the left were not inclined to 
treat women as their equals. 
Steinem was a supporter of 
the 1968 presidential bid of 
South Dakota Sen. George 
McGovern, an early foe 
of the Vietnam War whom 
Steinem found to be an “un-
pretentious, honest man.“
 But McGovern 
later told her she had been 
blocked from a bigger role 
in the campaign by Sen. 
Abraham Ribicoff of Con-
necticut, who rejected Mc-
Govern’s touting of Steinem 
by repeatedly insisting: “No 
broads.”
 Steinem‘s 1969 
article “After Black Power, 
Women’s Liberation” was a 
landmark statement for the 

women’s movement. Ap-
pearing in an issue of New 
York magazine featuring 
football star Joe Namath sur-
rounded by adoring women 
on its cover, Steinem’s essay 
took a stab at answering the 
question “What do women 
want?” — and why.
 “The idea is, in the 
long run, women’s libera-
tion will be men’s liberation, 
too,” she concluded.
 Two years later, 
she was one of the found-
ers of the National Women’s 
Political Caucus. The group 
brought together a power-
house collection of leaders 
including New York Reps. 
Bella Abzug and Shirley 
Chisholm, “Feminine Mys-
tique” author Betty Friedan 
and longtime activists Fan-
nie Lou Hamer, Myrlie 
Evers, LaDonna Harris and 
Dorothy Height.
 In a New York 
Times article headlined 
“Women Organize for Po-
litical Power,” Steinem was 
quoted as saying: “Our aim 
should be to humanize so-
ciety by bringing the values 
of women’s culture into it, 
not simply to put individual 
women in men’s places.“
 The group called 
for “the elimination of sex-
ism, racism, violence and 
poverty,” as well as an end 
to U.S. involvement in Viet-
nam and passage/ratification 
of the proposed Equal Rights 
Amendment. An early cam-
paign button read: “Women! 
Make Policy, Not Coffee.”

 She co-founded 
Ms. magazine in 1971. Hav-
ing done some freelance 
writing for women’s maga-
zines like McCall’s and 
the Ladies Home Journal, 
Steinem had come to realize 
those were publications that 
she herself did not want to 
read.
 ABC news anchor 
Harry Reasoner mocked 
the new publication on his 
newscast: “It’s so clearly 
just another in the great but 
irrelevant tradition of Amer-
ican shock magazines.” He 
predicted Ms. would be 
gone within months.
 Instead, Ms. be-
came popular and influen-
tial. Reasoner (who later 
apologized on the air) was 
hardly the only man sur-
prised by its success. Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon was 
overheard telling Henry 
Kissinger on a 1972 White 
House audiotape: “For shit’s 
sake, how many people real-
ly have read Gloria Steinem 
and give one shit about 
that?”
 The magazine 
made history by publish-
ing a list of 53 prominent 
women who had under-
gone abortions, including 
tennis champion Billie 
Jean King, writer Susan 
Sontag, historian Barbara 
Tuchman, actress Lee 
Grant, singer Judy Col-
lins and Steinem. “Our 
purpose is not to alienate 
or to ask for sympathy, 
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but to repeal archaic and 
inhumane laws,” the ac-
companying text stated.
 Steinem also 
supported adding an 
Equal Rights Amendment 
to the Constitution, an 
effort that fell painfully 
short.
 The Senate sent 
the ERA to the states for 
ratification in 1972, but 
it was never added to 
the Constitution. Once 
the battle was joined by 
Phyllis Schlafly and oth-
er foes who argued the 
amendment would have 
dire consequences for 
the American way of life, 
momentum slowed and 
the amendment fell three 
states short of ratification.
 Steinem would 
later lament that she and 
other activists had ini-
tially thought the idea 
not radical enough and 
therefore hadn’t pushed 
as hard as they should 
in the early stages of the 
ratification fight.
 Steinem con-
tinually worked on eco-
nomic issues such as un-
equal pay for women, and 
sought to bridge racial di-
vides, often speaking on 
tour with Black activists 
such as Dorothy Pitman 
Hughes and Florynce 
Kennedy. She was also a 
peace activist.
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16802 Chagrin Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

Lifts and leather shoe repair is our specialty including bags, 
purses, luggage, sport and designer shoes & more!

Visit Gomez Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today

*Shoe & Boot Repairs - *Luggage And Hand Bag Repair
*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair - *Accessories, Polishes & Strings

* We Sell All Lines Of Purses
* We Clean Timberland Boots

Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance? Look No Further...
Great Service At A Great Location

Hours: Monday-Saturday - 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

(216) 417-0904

Shoerepairsonline.com
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Visit Us 
Dine With US Or Join Us

Edwins
12383 Cedar Road

Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
216-921-3333

Edwins Butcher Shop
13024 Buckeye Road

Cleveland, Ohio 44120
216-417 1100

Tuesday-Friday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

Edwins Institute 
To Enroll: Call 216-921-3333

6 MonthsTraining
Culinary Arts 

La Bastille at EDWINS on Saturday, July 12 from 6:30 - 10:00 p.m.
 Celebrate freedom and second chances at EDWINS’ annual 
La Bastille event on Saturday, July 12. Enjoy an unforgettable eve-
ning of French-inspired fare, cocktails, live music, and dancing!

Saint Luke’s Foundation Awards $1,943,750 to 10 Organizations
 On September 
2, 2026, the Board of 
Trustees of the Saint 
Luke’s Foundation has 
approved grants total-
ing $1,943,750 for 10 
organizations during 
its third-quarter board 
meeting. These invest-
ments advance the 
Foundation’s mission 
and refined strategies 
to achieve health equity 
across five strategic ar-
eas:
 Belonging and 
People Power
 Economic Vital-
ity
 P l a c e m a k i n g 
and Placekeeping
 Holistic Well-
Being
 Lifelong Learn-
ing
 Highlights of 
the 10 Quarter Board 
Grants Awarded to Close 
the Health Gap:
 Centers for 
Families and Children
$175,000 | 21 Months
 This grant sup-
ports The Centers’ wrap-
around services at Har-
vey Rice Wraparound 
School, helping scholars 
and families overcome 
barriers to academic suc-
cess, health, and family 
stability. Through atten-
dance support, academic 
interventions, access to 
food and basic necessi-
ties, healthcare and men-
tal health referrals, and 
social-emotional pro-
gramming, The Centers 
connects families with 
critical resources while 
strengthening student 
wellbeing, school en-
gagement, and academic 
achievement in Cleve-
land’s Buckeye-Shaker/
Woodhill community.
 The Meeting 
Place Learning Center, 
Inc.
 $87,500 | 21 
Months 
 This grant 
provides operating 
support for The Meet-
ing Place Learning 
Center’s(TMPLC) early 
childhood and out-of-
school-time program-
ming. TMPLC serves 
children and families 
through preschool, af-
ter-school and summer 

enrichment, nutritious 
meals, and safe transpor-
tation, creating a support-
ive environment where 
students can learn, grow, 
and build meaningful re-
lationships. Funding also 
supports the organization 
expand enrollment and 
respond to the evolving 
needs of families in the 
surrounding community.
 NuPoint Com-
munity Development 
Corporation
 $437,500 | 15 
Months  
 This grant pro-
vides general operat-
ing support to NuPoint 
Community Develop-
ment Corporation as it 
strengthens neighbor-
hood revitalization and 
long-term community 
stability on Cleveland’s 
Southeast Side. NuPoint 
works to improve busi-
ness corridors, support 
renters and homeown-
ers, protect community 
real estate assets, expand 
access to capital, and 
deepen resident engage-
ment in Mount Pleasant 
while building the orga-
nizational capacity and 
partnerships needed to 
advance larger-scale eco-
nomic and community 
development.
 Life Exchange 
Center
 $87,500 and 
$20,000 for capacity 
building | 21 Month 
 CEO of Life 
Exchange is Darlene 
Baldwin whose salary is 
$67,000.
 The grant pro-
vides operating and ca-
pacity-building support 
to Life Exchange Center 
(LEC) as it delivers peer-
led recovery services for 
adults experiencing men-
tal health and substance 
use hurdles. Through 
social support, life skills 
training, educational pro-
gramming, job readiness, 
and transitional housing 
for young adults aging 
out of foster care, LEC 
helps members strength-
en their wellbeing and 
independence while pre-
paring to transition to 
an accredited Clubhouse 
model.

 Assets Under 
Movement (Formerly 
Amalgamated Charitable 
Foundation)
$750,000 | 36 Months 
 Assets Under 
Movement is a non-
profit based in D.C. run 
by Anna Fink -salary, 
$400,000 and Erin Glea-
son, slaary of $300,000+ 
 The grant sup-
ports the Partnership for 
Equitable and Resilient 
Communities (PERC) in 
building a community-
led collective impact 
initiative across Greater 
Buckeye. PERC will 
bring together local or-
ganizations and residents 
to strengthen collabora-
tion, invest in communi-
ty-driven solutions, and 
build the infrastructure 
needed for long-term 
impact. Through its trust-
based approach, PERC 
centers community voice, 
shared decision-making, 
and local leadership in 
advancing equitable and 
resilient neighborhoods. 
This funding leverages 
$1 million from national 
sources to carryout this 
collaborative effort in 
Buckeye.
 Food Strong
$70,000 and $5,000 for 
capacity building | 21 
Months
 The grant sup-
ports Food Strong’s 
expansion of its Food 
Sovereignty and Work-
force Development 
programming at John 
Adams. Through hands-
on gardening, nutrition 
education, culinary arts, 
entrepreneurship, and ca-
reer exploration, students 
will build practical skills 
while learning about 
healthy eating, food sys-
tems, and environmental 
sustainability. Funding 
will also strengthen out-
door learning infrastruc-
ture, including a teach-
ing kitchen that supports 
year-round experiential 
education.
 Local Initiatives 
Support Corp (LISC)
$100,000 | 12 Months
 The grant sup-
ports LISC Cleveland’s 
Heirs’ Property Resolu-
tion Program in the Buck-
eye/Woodhill neighbor-

hood, helping residents 
preserve homeowner-
ship and build genera-
tional wealth. Through 
legal counseling, estate 
planning, title resolution, 
and educational services, 
the program helps fami-
lies address complicated 
property ownership is-
sues, protect neighbor-
hood assets, and create 
pathways to long-term 
housing and financial 
stability.
 Mt. Pleasant 
Ministerial Alliance
$30,000 | 12 Months
 The grant sup-
ports the Mount Pleasant 
Ministerial Alliance’s 
voter engagement and 
civic participation ef-
forts. Through trained 
voter captains, door-to-
door canvassing, church-
based outreach, and 
community education, 
the Alliance connects 
residents with informa-
tion about voter regis-
tration, identification re-
quirements, voting dates, 
voter rights, and oppor-
tunities to participate in 
elections. The initiative 
strengthens civic en-
gagement and collective 
power in Mount Pleasant 
and across Cleveland.
 The Phe’be 
Foundation
$81,250 and $10,000 for 
capacity building | 12 
Months
 The grant sup-
ports the Phe’be Foun-
dation’s Legacy Builders 
initiative, helping fami-

lies in Buckeye-Wood-
land and Buckeye-Shaker 
strengthen their financial 
wellbeing and economic 
mobility. Through finan-
cial education, personal-
ized coaching, workforce 
support, and benefits 
navigation, participants 
will build skills in bud-
geting, credit, saving, 
investing, homeowner-
ship, and asset protection 
while creating pathways 
toward greater financial 
stability and long-term 
generational wealth.
 U n d i v i d e d 
Cleveland
$100,000 | 15 Months 
 The grant sup-
ports Undivided Cleve-
land’s Clean Home Lead 
Safe initiative to reduce 
lead exposure and cre-
ate safer housing con-
ditions for families in 
Mount Pleasant. Through 
home lead remediation, 
education, case manage-
ment, and connections to 
health, legal, relocation, 
and food assistance re-
sources, the initiative 
takes a preventive ap-
proach to protecting 
children and families 
while advancing envi-
ronmental and health 
equity.
 This quarter’s 
grants exemplify the 
Foundation’s commit-
ment to fostering posi-
tive change and improv-
ing community health 
and well-being.
 Learn more 
about the Saint Luke’s 
Foundation funding op-
portunities and refined 
strategies at saintlukes-
foundation.org.

By THOMAS MILLER

 “We put a lot 
of expectations and a 
lot of pressure to be 
the very best and we 
say this every day. If 
we focus on being the 
very best football play-
er person we can be, I 
think this team can do 
some special things. 
We’re definitely not 
there yet. What we got 
to do is show gradual 
growth each week on 
trying to be the very 
best we can be.” 
 Those were 
the post-game press 
conference words from 
Youngstown State 
University head foot-
ball coach Doug Phil-
lips whose Penguins 
defeated the Mercy-
hurst Lakers 43-10. 
 The game was 
played last Thursday 
in Stambaugh Stadi-
um aka The Ice Cas-
tle on the campus of 
Youngstown State Uni-
versity in Youngstown, 
Ohio to an evening 
crowd of 8,214. 
 It was great to 
see the student section 
full of young adults. 

Youngstown State defeats Mercyhurst 43-10 in season opener
It’s safe to say around 
500 fans showed up to 
back their Lakers. This 
was the 2026 opener 
for both teams as well 
as their second meet-
ing. 
 YSU won last 
year’s meeting 24-15. 
The Penguins are com-
ing in to their 89th sea-
son of football.  
 A year ago 
they were 8-5 and 
they are from the FCS 
powerhouse Missouri 
Valley Football Con-
ference. They were de-
feated in the first round 
of the FCS playoffs by 
Yale 43-42. 
 Believe me, 
the Penguins have only 
one goal this year and 
that is for the right to 
play in the National 
FCS Championship 
game on Monday Janu-
ary 11, 2027 in Nash-
ville, Tennessee.  
 M e r c y h u r s t 
was 5-7 last year and 
is from the Northeast 
Conference. This is 
the 45th season for the 
Lakers football pro-
gram. 
 Coming into 
the opener the num-

ber 9th ranked Pen-
guins are led by Senior 
quarterback and 2025 
Walter Payton Award 
Winner Beau Brun-
gard. Brungard rushed 
for 1,468 yards on 242 
carries and scored 27 
touchdowns in 2025. 
 He rushed 
for 100 yards or more 
7 times. He also had 
some passing stats as 
well. He was 277 of 
403 attempts for 3,234 
yards and 26 touch-
downs. 

 Let’s all hope 
that Beau can be the 
third player in his-
tory to win the Walter 
Payton Award 2 times. 
He is definitely on the 
preseason watchlist 
for the award. Also, on 
the radar is senior line-
backer Mike Wells. He 
is on the 2026 watch-
list for the Buck Bu-
chanan award for na-
tional defensive player 
of the year. 
 The Penguins 
are guided by head 

coach Doug Phillips in 
his seventh season with 
a record now at 32-35. 
His counterpart last 
Thursday was Thomas 
Sydeski in his first sea-
son with the Lakers. 
Ironically for the last 4 
years the Lakers were 
coached by Ryan Rie-
medio who is now the 
Penguins defensive co-
ordinator. For all you 
gamblers out there the 
Penguins came into 
the game as 30-point 
favorites and they sure 
did cove.
 The weather 
was perfect for an eve-
ning game with tem-
peratures in the 70’s. 
YSU won the coin toss 
and deferred to the 
second half. For the 
first score the Lakers 
got down to the YSU 
2 yard line but had to 
settle for a 24 yard field 
goal by Rocco Marcan-
tonio. Six minutes later 
YSU answered with a 
Beau Brungard 5 yard 
run. The extra point by 
Andrew Lastovka was 
good and YSU led 7-3 
after one quarter.
  In the second 
quarter it was all YSU 

on 3 scores. The first 
was a 11 yard pass 
from Brungard to re-
ceiver Lynn Wyche-
El. Surprisingly, the 
try for 2 was good. 
YSU 15-3. Eight min-
utes later running back 
Jaden Gilbert scored 
on a 24 yard dash. 
 The extra 
point was good and 
YSU led 22-3. The last 
score for the first half 
was a Beau Brungard 
9 yard sprint to the en-
dzone. The extra point 
was good and YSU led 
29-3 at the half. There 
was only one score in 
the third quarter and 

that was a 27 yard pass 
from Brungard to Bry-
an Hunt. Extra point 
was good and YSU led 
36-3. 
 In the last 
quarter the Penguins 
scored for the last time 
with a 8 yard pass from 
Brungard to Gilbert. 
With all the reserves in 
for YSU, Mercyhurst 
scored with 2 min-
utes remaining on a 2 
yard pass from Alex 
Gevauden to tight end 
Sha’lik Hampton. Ex-
tra point was good and 
that was all she wrote. 
YSU 43 Mercyhurst 
10. The final numbers 

had Brungard leading 
the rushing for YSU at 
119 yards and passing 
for 232 yards. Mercy-
hurst was led by quar-
terback Alex Gevau-
dan who sliced out 212 
yards passing against 
the Penguins. 
 With these 
kind of numbers Beau 
may be hoisting up 
another Walter Payton 
Award for 2026. 
 T o m o r r o w 
the Penguins will play 
their first road game of 
2026 at Kroger Field in 
Lexington, Kentucky 
against the Kentucky 
Wildcats.     Jaden Gilbert, a senior running back from Elyria, runs for a 

touchdown. ESDN Photo by Anthony Winterburn)


